
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elizabeth Cali 

Department: English Language and Literature 

Email Address: ecali@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-5978 

Campus Mail Box: 1431 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and  

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Eugene B. Redmond Center, Lovejoy Library, 2nd Floor 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Only those in similar fields. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   This project is titled The Digital Black Archive Project. The central goal of this project is to 

expand SIUE’s current Library Research Guide for African American & Black Diaspora 

Literatures by creating an extended section of the Research Guide that houses access points 

to a broad variety of digital archives providing insight into critical aspects of Black people’s 

cultural productions and their sociopolitical and historical experiences in the United States 

and abroad. An archive would include collections of primary sources or artifacts such as 

photographs, letters, audio/visual materials, pamphlets, recipes, artwork, drafts of literature, 

maps, and so forth that deepen understanding of the variety of contexts, conditions, and 

cultures central to Black people’s literary and creative production at various points in history 

through the present. Specifically, the URCA Assistant for this project would focus on 

identifying the web locations of accessible digitized archives related to the subject matter 

covered in our African American literature courses at SIUE. Such archives would include 

documentation of histories of enslavement and Black liberation practices (including revolts, 

escapes, organized political activism, etc), key events, prominent people, and activities 

related African American creative, social, and political production, and beyond. 

   The project seeks to identify, annotate, and provide reliable access to those digitized 

archives that include carefully sourced primary sources that offer important and engaging 

historical, social, political, and cultural insights connected to the study of African American 

literary and cultural works. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   The URCA Assistant will meet with the faculty member once a week to collaborate on 

developing key research terms for researching and identifying available digitized archives. 

The faculty member will have key terms prepared for the URCA Assistant to research, and 

the student should also expect to contribute their own ideas on key terms for guiding their 

weekly research. Because of this collaborative focus, students specifically interested in 

African American culture, history, and literary studies are well positioned for this project. The 

first two weeks of the semester will focus on working together to learn more about digitized 

archives, what they are, how to find them, and how to determine their reliability. The next 

several weeks, the student can expect to research and identify a wide variety of subject 

related digital archives, based on the key terms provided by the faculty member and 

additional key terms established during our meetings. The latter half of the semester, the 

student will develop brief descriptions or annotations explaining the general focus of each 

digitized archive that we determine will be especially useful to students of African American 

literature and culture at SIUE. 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA Assistant will have learned key components of conducting productive scholarship. 

These components include: 

   - enhanced experience and dexterity in developing a series of key research terms to 

support thorough research of subject matter. 

    

   -deeper understanding of the research process as a recursive or non-linear process that 

requires revisiting one’s initial research plan, revising for clarity and enhanced outcomes, 

problem solving, and clarifying research questions. 

    

   -strengthening skills in determining reliable sources of information and expanded skills in 

researching subject matter related to Black experience and cultural production. 

    

   -enhancing problem solving skills in research situations 

    

   -strengthening written communication skills in developing focused and useful descriptions 

of identified archives. Such skills are crucial for documenting one’s own research in a 

concise manner. 

    

   -increased experience collaborating as a scholar-researcher, including adding experience 

in research as a joining a conversation, asking and refining questions, and deliberating with 

other scholars. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

N/a 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students should have taken at least one course at SIUE related to African American 

literature, history, and/ or culture. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 



 


